
CSI Diocese looks to make all parishes Carbon Neutral

Officers of the Christ Church, Trivandrum  Receiving the Green Parish five Star Award from the Bishop of
Madhya Kerala Diocese during a function organised on 27th January 2024)

At the CSI Christ Church in Thiruvananthapuram,
carbon neutrality is woven into every aspect of its
existence. Steeped in history that extends up to
two centuries, this church is now powered by a
set of solar panels on its roof while it harvests water
directly from the rain. A vibrant green patch
comprising a flower garden and an organic
vegetable farm embrace its precincts while single-
use plastic remains a strict no-no there. Above all,
it has adopted an action plan that requires parish
members to embrace a green protocol at their
homes, set up green patches, and lessen their
carbon footprints.

For the CSI Madhya Kerala diocese, the parish
serves as the gold standard in its ambitious plan
to turn all 400 parishes under it into green parishes
within three years. The project, kicked off in January
this year, is being initiated under the _CSI Madhya
Kerala Diocesan Department of Ecological

Concerns, which has rolled out a green protocol
for the parishes to follow.

Commenting on the initiative, Mathew Koshy
Punnackadu, Director of Madhya Kerala
Diocesan Ecological Department, has sought
to highlight the huge potential of the churches to
facilitate and inspire action locally. With the CSI
Church adopting ‘Environment’ to the fore of its
social teachings, parishioners are beginning to
give serious thought to having an environmentally
friendly space as a reflection of their spirituality.

“There is a real drive from members of
congregations to support these efforts. To begin
with, ten parishes will be achieving carbon-
neutral status by the end of this year,” he says.

Key aspects of the programme involve the
constitution of ecological committees at the
parish level, conducting self-audits, conserving
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energy and water, managing waste, and other
measures.

Beyond the churchyards, the diocese is also
looking to inspire the homes of its parishioners
to deliver nature-positive impacts and turn all
educational institutions under it into carbon-
neutral status in the long run. The diocese’s
bishop Malayil Sabu Koshy Cherian regards the
new initiative as a natural outgrowth of the values
nurtured by the church, which sees the
sacredness in nature.

“The integrity of Creation is the mission mandate
of the CSI Church. How can churches fulfill their
mission to spread the gospel in a world
increasingly beset by environmental challenges?
The answer lies in the churches’ inherent
responsibility to foster a world where all beings
can coexist in harmony and peace,” the Bishop
said.

(News appeared in The Hindu News Paper on
25th Sunday, March 2024, Reporter Hiran
Unnikrishnan  from Kottayam)
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Carbon Neutral Parishes

In an era where the spectre of climate change
looms large, casting a shadow over our
collective future, the imperative for concerted
and meaningful action has never been more
urgent. The crux of this global crisis is the
unchecked escalation of global warming, driven
predominantly by the excessive accumulation
of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere. This
predicament, stemming directly from human
activities such as the combustion of fossil fuels
like petrol and coal, threatens the very fabric of
our existence. Developed nations’ relentless
pursuit of economic growth has exacerbated
this issue, leading to a stark increase in
atmospheric carbon dioxide levels from 280 parts
per million (ppm) 200 years ago to an alarming

440 ppm today. Despite the convening of 28
Conference of Parties (COP) meetings aimed
at curbing global warming, there remains a
palpable reluctance among developed countries
to reduce their carbon emissions significantly.

In the face of these challenges, the principle of
“Think Globally, Act Locally” underscores the
pivotal role that localised efforts can play in
mitigating the impacts of climate change. The
State of Kerala, India, exemplifies this approach
through its pioneering Net Zero Carbon Kerala-
Through People project under the auspices of
the government’s Green Mission, which calls for
grassroots involvement in achieving carbon
neutrality.

 Annual ClergyConference
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A carbon-neutral society seeks to nullify its
carbon dioxide emissions through equal
measures of reduction and offsetting. To embark
on this journey toward carbon neutrality, it is
essential to quantify the carbon emissions within
a given area and undertake measures such as
afforestation to absorb an equivalent amount of
carbon dioxide. Although precise calculation of
carbon emissions may pose a challenge for
parishes, they can contribute to reducing overall
carbon levels through participation in various
carbon offset projects.

The question arises: How can churches fulfil
their mission to spread the gospel in a world
increasingly beset by environmental challenges?
The answer lies in the churches’ inherent
responsibility to foster a world where all beings
can coexist in harmony and peace. Thus,
parishes are well-positioned to support
government-led efforts towards carbon
neutrality, with the success of such programs
hinging on active parishioner participation.

To achieve carbon neutrality, parishes can adopt
a series of measures:

1.All residences and establishments within the
parish are encouraged to perform self-audits to
evaluate their carbon footprint. This involves
assessing the amount of carbon dioxide emitted
by one’s home and organisation and identifying
strategies for reduction. Efforts should include
endeavours to decrease monthly electricity bills
and a mindful approach to vehicle usage,
ensuring they are used only when necessary.

2)Installation of solar power systems are
encouraged and can be supported by
government subsidies. When these systems
are connected to the electrical grid, the
generated electricity can offset consumption
costs post-use. All eligible entities are urged to
avail themselves of this opportunity. Solar panels
can also be installed atop church buildings to
supply electricity to the grid;. However, this
specific application may not qualify for
government subsidies; subsidies are available
for parsonage installations. Such initiatives are

vital in reducing our reliance on biofuels such
as petrol and coal for energy.

3. Energy Efficiency: New buildings should be
designed and constructed to minimise energy
consumption. This can be achieved by
incorporating LED lighting, significantly reducing
energy use. Additionally, it is advisable to invest
in electrical appliances rated with five stars for
energy efficiency. To enhance overall energy
efficiency, seeking expert guidance to implement
energy-saving practices and technologies is
highly recommended.

4. Everyone should take measures to prevent
water wastage through leaks or careless use.
Implementing rainwater harvesting systems can
channel rainwater into the ground, enhancing
groundwater levels. Maintaining soil moisture
through these practices helps in drought
prevention and reduces heat. Organic waste, dry
leaves, should be composted rather than
burned, contributing to soil health. Mulching
around coconut trees can also conserve soil
moisture and reduce the need for frequent
watering.

5. Protecting water resources is crucial in
mitigating the effects of climate change and
ensuring a sustainable drinking water supply.
Adopting drip irrigation for agricultural and other
uses is highly recommended as a water-efficient
technique, significantly reducing consumption
and preserving precious water resources.

6. One of the most effective methods for carbon
sequestration is enhancing greenery. It is
essential to plant and maintain trees actively.
The Biodiversity Board is facilitating the
development of mini forests in previously barren
areas within church and school grounds,
contributing significantly to environmental
restoration and biodiversity enhancement.

7.Waste Management: Parishioners are
encouraged to use cloth bags as an alternative
to single-use plastic bags. For the necessary
use of plastic, it is advisable to wash, dry, and
then hand over such items to the green garbage
collectors facilitated by local governments.
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Waste decomposition produces methane, a
potent greenhouse gas. By supporting and
enhancing the Green Garbage Collection
initiatives, we can work towards becoming a
garbage-free community.

8. Plastic water bottles available in stores are
often made from low-quality plastics. Research
indicates that phthalates and bisphenols,
commonly found in these inexpensive plastics,
can leach into the water when exposed to
sunlight. The ingestion of these chemicals may
lead to hormonal imbalances and increase the
risk of cancer. Water bottles stored in areas like
railway stations and shops frequently come into
contact with sunlight. Carrying drinking water in
steel bottles or PET plastic bottles is healthier,
which are less likely to release harmful
substances. Plastic bottles are typically marked
with numbers ranging from one to seven at the
bottom, with #1 being the safest option for
storing drinking water.

9. Kitchen bins can transform household waste
into compost, turning waste into a valuable
resource. There is also potential to establish a
business focused on converting waste into
fertiliser, offering a sustainable solution for waste

management and promoting environmental
conservation.

8. A culture of interior decoration utilising organic
materials can be fostered in homes and
institutions. In certain dioceses, planting a tree
during significant ceremonies such as weddings
and baptisms is a tradition. Additionally, in some
regions, it is customary for the bride and groom
to water a potted plant during the ceremony as
a symbolic gesture. Cultivating indoor plants in
schools, places of worship, and banks
contributes to creating an environment that
emphasises the importance of nature and
sustainability in our daily lives and rituals.

When people in a parish live according to green
protocols, we call that parish a carbon-neutral
parish. This should inspire the community to
become a carbon-neutral village.

(Paper presented by Dr. Mathew Koshy
Punnackadu, member of the Commission of
Climate Change and Sustainable Development
of WCC,  at the CSI Clergy Conference held at
Nilackal Ecumenical Centre, Near
Pathanamthitta, Kerala, India)

Muttambalam Green Parish award
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Green Parish awards 2023

CSI Christ Church, Trivandrum five star

CSI St Mark’s Church, Muttambalam Three star

Carbon Lent
The CSI Synod has
been making a call for
Carbon Lent from 2017
onwards. Many
parishes have been
observing Carbon Lent
seriously. “Carbon Lent”
refers to a period similar
to the Christian
observance of Lent but
with a focus on
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
s t e w a r d s h i p ,
particularly reducing
carbon emissions and
adopting eco-friendly
practices. It’s a time for
reflection and action on
environmental issues,
encouraging individuals
and communities to
make conscious efforts
to reduce their carbon
footprint, conserve
resources, and
promote sustainability.
During Carbon Lent,
people may commit to
actions such as
reducing energy
consumption, using
a l t e r n a t i v e
transportation methods,
supporting green
initiatives, and raising
awareness about
environmental issues.
It’s a way for
communities and
individuals to integrate
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
consciousness into their
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The Ecological Convention of the
CSI MKD was held at Baker
Vidyapith Auditorium on January
27, 2024. Prof. Mammen
Varkey(former Principal and the
Editor of People’s Reporter)
inaugurated the convention.
Bishop Dr.Malayil Sabu Koshy
Cherian presided over the
function. Dr.Mathew Koshy
Punnackadu, Rev.Anil Thomas
and Mr. Noyel V Adatt addressed
the gathering.

 Bishop Dr Malayil Sabu Koshy Cherian

Prof. Dr Mammen varkey

Audience
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PunnackaduMalayil Rev. P.M. Koshy Memorial Green
School Awards 2023

We are thrilled to announce the recipients of this year’s prestigious awards! Congratulations to all
the schools for their outstanding contributions to promoting ecological awareness and sustainability.

 Five Star

CMS College High School, Kottayam

 Three Star

CMS LPS, Muhamma

CMS LPS, Ponkunnam

Baker Memorial Girls Higher Secondary School, Kottayam

 Two Star

CSI VHSS for Deaf

 One Star

CMS LPS, Channanikadu

Five-Star and Three-Star ratings  got cash awards! 

This achievement reflects the dedication to creating a greener, more sustainable future. Keep up
the fantastic work!

Congratulations to CMS College High School, Kottayam, for once again achieving the esteemed
PunnackaduMalayil Rev. P.M. Koshy Memorial Green School Award 2023! This prestigious
recognition, marked by a five-star rating, celebrates the school’s exceptional ecological efforts
and initiatives among students. A heartfelt cheer for the dedicated work that led to this accolade,
not just once, but two years in a row!. A special round of applause goes to the inspirational Ms.
Ashly V Thomas, whose coordination and enthusiastic leadership in ecological projects have been
pivotal in this achievement. The school has been honoured with a beautiful memento and a cash
award of Rs 10,000.  Award, Instituted by the children of Rev. P.M. Koshy. This award is a testament
to the sustainable practices and environmental stewardship fostered at CMS College High School.

27

March 2024



Green Home
Awards 2023

Mr.Mathew K John Thingalkarikam 4 star

Mr.Sajan John Mundukottakal 4 star

Ms.Mollykutty George, Kattanam 3 star

Mr.George Samuel Kayangulam 3 star
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Green Farmer Award 2023

Mr Abraham Kurian Kodukulanji

Leaders, Will you Listen?
Celebrating the Remarkable Achievement of Merina Mary Pramod, Daughter of the Respected
Rev. Pramod J John from St. Paul’s CSI Church, Valanjavattom, and Achsah Mariam Thampy,
Daughter of the Esteemed Suresh K Thampy from St. Paul’s CSI Church, Eramathoor! 
These talented young individuals, both Bishop Hodges Higher Secondary School students in
Mavelikara, Alappuzha, Kerala, India, have now joined the illustrious international team of singers
advocating for Climate Justice! Congratulations to the teachers at the School.

Their dedication and passion are commendable and a shining example for us all. Let’s applaud
their commitment to making a positive impact on our world. Ms. Nisha Ann Jacob, a Teacher at
Bishop Hodges Higher Secondary School, coordinated the event. Bishop Dr Malayil Sabu Koshy
Cherian distributed Certificates to the Students
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Eco leadership training to the School Students
The CSI has been conducting eco-leadership training for school students. The students gained
exposure through these online classes. One hundred twenty students benefited from this training
program. They received certificates from the Bishop.
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Eco Lent Meditations
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Release of the Book – A call to stand with Nature

Releasing the book

Rt.Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos, Bishop of Marthoma Church, released the book by giving the
first copy to Rt.Rev. Dr.Malayil Sabu Koshy Cherian, Bishop of CSI Madhya Kerala on 11th February
at the Sandbed of Maramon Convention Nagar.

In this pivotal era of environmental awakening, ‘A Call to Stand with Nature’ stands out as a
groundbreaking exploration, seamlessly blending the profound wisdom of the Bible with a pressing
call for ecological stewardship. This book, crafted by renowned eco-theologians such as Prof.
Rev. Dr.Chilkuri Vasantha Rao, Prof. Rev. Dr. John Samuel Ponnuswamy, Prof. Rev. Dr. David
Joy, Prof. Rev. Dr. V.J John, Prof. Dr. Laila Vijayan, Prof. Rev. Dr. Alexander M. Isaac, Prof. Rev. Dr.
Mervin Shinoj Boas, Prof. Dr. George Zachariah, Rev. Shuba Keerthana Preeth, Rev. Dr. Viji Varghese
Eapen, Rev. Shibin Varghese, Rev. Varghese EnathickalVarkki, Rev. Nirmal Cherian, Rev. Shaji M.
Johnson, Rev. Shaji Jacob Thomas, and Rev. Sandeep Jacob, is a testament to the collective
wisdom in addressing the urgent need for environmental care. As a vital resource, this eco-bible
study inspires congregations, individuals, and study groups to commit more deeply to an eco-
conscious lifestyle firmly rooted in spiritual teachings.

‘A Call to Stand with Nature’ invites us to envision and embrace a future where we live in harmony
with nature, recognising Earth’s marvels as divine gifts entrusted to our care.

Editor. Prof.Dr.Mathew Koshy Punnackadu. foreword by Rt.Rev. Dr.Reuban Mark, Acting Moderator
of the CSI Synod, Preface by Adv. C.Fernadas Rathina Raja is the general secretary of the CSI
Synod.
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Kerala Regional Committee

Bishop Dr.Malayil Sabu Koshy Cherian inaugurated the meeting. Dr.G.C.Abraham, Honorary Director
and Rev H John Samuel,  Associate Director attended the meeting

Releasing of the Malayalam Book – Eco Bible Studies
Bishop Dr.Malayi Sabu Koshy Cherian released the book. Writers of the Bible Studies also can
be seen in the photo.

Releasing the book Malayalam book

 Regional-Committee-at-Kottayam-1
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Amazing Performance

Congratulations to the young stars of CMS
Primary School, Kayipuram, and CMS Primary
School, Muhamma, for their spectacular
ecological skit presentation! These talented kids
have shown incredible dedication and skill,
making their mark at the prestigious convention
in Kottayam.

Their journey wasn’t short, but their passion for
ecological awareness travelled even further!

A big round of applause for these little eco-
warriors who remind us that it’s never too early
to care for our planet. Keep shining, young stars!
Your marvellous presentation has entertained us,
educated us, and inspired us.

Printed and Published by Dr Mathew Koshy Punnackadu, Director, Department of Ecological
Concerns of CSI MKD
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